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family of Dukagin. In childhood he was taken from his native
land in the Devshirma or Collection, as that species of cons-
cription was called under which the Turks in old times used
annually to levy a certain number of young boys from the
subject Christian populations to train for service in the janis-
saries and sipahis. Although Yahya became in after days a
good Muslim and a gallant soldier of the Crescent, he never
ceased to remember with pride his early home and his high
descent. Thus in the latest of his mesnevis, l written in his
old age, when he describes himself as a weak old man bent
double with the weight of years, we find him introducing
a short account of his career with these words:

The chiefs and nobles of th' Albanian kin,
Mine ancient race, the lords of Dukagin. 2

1 Gulshan-i Envdr.

Near the  beginning   of the Genjina-i Raz he makes another reference to his
nationality :

\

The Albanian race is my race,

All my house live by the sword.

What though that liou-o'erthrowing band

Falcon-like make their home among the locks!

There is this virtue in him who is of Albanian race,

He is like the jewel, found among the rocks.

This Dukagin family is very famous in Albanian hi&tory. It is said to have
been founded about the time of the Crusades by a Norman adventurer, Due
Jean, who settled in the district of Scutari, and possessed himself of much of
the surrounding country. His descendants, becoming Albanianised, took Dukagin
(for Due or Duca Jean) as their family name, and on the Turkish conquest,
along with most of the nobility of the country, embraced the Muhammedan
religion. Several membcis of the family distinguished themselves and attained
high rank in the Ottoman seivice; one other besides Yahyd Bey, namely
Dukagin-zdda Ahmed Bey, is reckoned among the Turkish poets,